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88. Æcmornorus masor (Bodd.). 

Not very common: it is generally found in the lagunas, 
but sometimes comes down to the arroyos. 
+89. TAcHYBAPTES DOMINICUS (Juinn.). 

[One skin of this widely-spread Grebe.—P. L. S.] 

90. PopitymBus Ppopicers (Linn.). 

This Grebe is plentiful and breeds in the reeds of the 
lagunas. The nest is simply a heap of rubbish placed 
amongst the reeds, and the eggs are almost ou a level with 
the water. The clutch is four or five; all the eggs I have 
taken were very much stained, but they were quite fresh. 

91. RuyncHortis RUFESCENS (Temm.). 

[One skin of this species is in the collection.—P. L. S.] 

92. Noruura macutosa (Temm.). 

Very numerous in the tall grass-covered camps. The 
nest is placed either in long grass or under thistles, and 
usually contains from five to ten eggs ; but five is the norma} 
clutch, and if there are any more in one nest, they will 
probably have been laid by more than one bird. 


XLIX.—On the Identity of Ibis propinqua with Ibis 
melanocephala. By Henry SEEBOHM. 


Tue following are the synonyms of [bis melanocephala :— 

Tantalus melanocephalus, Latham, Index Orn, ii. p. 709 
(1790). 

Ibis melanocephala (Lath.), Vieillot, N. Dict. Hist. Nat. 
xvi. p. 23 (1817). 

Ibis macei, Wagler, Syst. Av. p. 368 (1827). 

Ibis leucon, Temminck, Pl. Col. No. 481 (1829). 

Ibis bengala, Cuvier, Règne An. i. p. 520 (1829). 

Ibis aimolene, Hodgson, Gray’s Zool. Mise. p. 86 (18-44). 

Geronticus melanocephalus (Lath.), Gray, Genera Birds, 
iii. p. 566 (1847). 

Threskiornis melanocephalus (Lath.), Blyth, Cat. Birds 
Mus. As. Soc. p. 275 (1849). 

Ibis propinqua, Swinhoe, Proc. Zool. Soc. 1870, p. 428. 

Swinhoe was perfectly justified at the time in supposing 


ATL Messrs. A. and E. Newton on 


the black-headed white Ibis, which he found in China, and 
which has since been obtained in Japan, to be a new species, 
although it now appears that he was in error in so doing. 
Jerdon described the Indian species as having the disinte- 
grated tertials quaker-grey, and erroneously stated that the 
quills were black. The skin in my collection, obtained in 
Yedo in the summer of 1874, has some of the quills tipped 
with black ; the tertials are less developed than in examples 
from India in summer plumage, and there is very little trace 
of grey upon them. It is nevertheless a very large bird, much 
larger than the examples in the British Museum, before the 
arrival of the Ilume Collection. I have now had an 
opportunity of comparing it with a larger series, and I have 
no doubt of the identity of the Indian and Burmese birds 
with those of China and Japan. In size it does not differ 
from the largest examples in the Hume Collection, and I 
have little doubt that the black tips of some of the quills arc 
signs of comparative youth, as they are in the Spoonbills. 
It is probably in first summer plumage, and would have 
acquired the more developed richer-coloured tertials and lost 
the black tips to the quills in the following year. 

The following table of dimensions shows the variations in 
size of this species :— 


Length Length 

of wing. of tarsus. 
in. in 
PAO ORO arcadia ara sie ails eels ae 143 4'2 
N.-West Prov. India, g ad. ...... 143 4-4 
Centra Prov Andia .)..... sees ee 143 4:0 
Centr. Prov: India, g ad. eee. 143 arf 
N.-West Prov. India, juv. nee sss 144 4'1 
Upper Tenasserim, g im. ........ 14 4'3 
Centr. Prov, dudig, Coad, eea 13 35 
Banu ae: ss so atime mails rine « ver © 133 3°6 
Delima e Wie: eaer 124 8'7 


L.—Notes on some Species of Zosterops. 
By ALrRED and Epwarp Newron. 
Canon Tristram having kindly submitted to us the type- 
specimen of Zosterops pretermissa, described and figured in 


